[image: image1.jpg]



Power Writes:

Cross-curricular Writing With a Focus on Text Types and Craft
Children get better at writing by writing.  When they write in every subject area, every day, they apply the academic vocabulary related to the content, solidify understanding, and broaden the range of text types they control as a writer.  Informational writing is a well-proven support system to effective reading and a survival skill for life. 


Linda Hoyt (Linda@lindahoyt.com)

	Text Types for Informational Writing
	Elements of Craft/Skills to Teach

	Letter 

(friendly, request, complaint, to the editor, thank you)
	Format

	
	Friendly style

	
	Commas

	
	Language style for each

	Summary (and retell)
	Concise focus on main idea(s) in illustration and text

	
	Generalizations

	
	Specific vocabulary from text

	
	Heading/Title

	
	Sequence

	Report (brief investigation and multiple-section long version)
	Select a focus

	
	Link illustration to text

	
	Beginning, middle, end

	
	Bold Words

	
	Index

	
	Labels

	
	Captions

	
	Citations

	Response to Literature 

(literary analysis, personal response, making connections, asking questions, summary, author purpose, critical stance)
	Present personal opinions

	
	Justify thinking with evidence in the text

	
	Sense of audience

	
	Illustrations to support thinking

	Logs 

(learning logs, response logs, observation logs, diary)
	What did I learn?

	
	What did I see?

	
	Dated entries

	
	Short, concise statements

	
	Pencil sketches to support thinking

	Poems (descriptive, figurative, rhyming, open verse, etc.)
	List poem, phrase poem, cross curricular poetry, descriptive to express emotions and personal response

	
	Describing vocabulary

	
	Linking nouns and adjectives

	
	Word choice

	
	Free verse

	
	Alliteration/Assonance

	
	Rhyming

	
	Figurative language

	
	Metaphor/Simile, Analogy

	Functional Writing

(lists, notes to communicate, note taking, outlines, envelopes, forms, thinking maps, email)
	Lists (to do, supplies, steps in a process)

	
	Notes to communicate (thank  you, thinking of you, to do, email)

	
	Note taking: capturing key ideas briefly, margin notes, outlines

	
	Writing in phrases and brief sentences.

	
	Audience:  format, purpose

	Instructions: Procedure/How to/Recipe
	Numbered steps

	
	Supply/ingredients list

	
	Bossy/verb first language

	
	Language of sequence (first, next, then OR first, second, third

	
	Adequate vs. inadequate information

	Personal Narrative
	Fine tune the topic

	
	Explode the moment

	
	Avoid broad topics

	
	Write about what you know

	
	Make the moment come alive

	
	Use verbs that describe action

	
	Bring characters to life

	
	Open with a scene

	Persuasive Texts (advertisements, letters, brochures, articles)
	Persuasive language

	
	Strong arguments

	
	Support opinion with information

	
	Emotional connections

	
	

	Article/Feature Story
	Straightforward, descriptive writing (who, what, when, where)

	
	Inviting headings (Middle Aged Matron Sets Sail)

	
	Tight summary style

	
	Visuals/photographs to support

	
	Captions

	
	Callouts with points in the text restated


Investigations

[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]






Power Writes: Cross Curricular Scaffolds 


Increasing the Volume and Quality of Nonfiction Writing


Linda Hoyt
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